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stifle art and thought. In the future, we do not mean to give
it a chance.

In discussing the social environment, we have placed the
political factor first, not because it is the most essential, but
because it is the most obvious. The organic structure of society,
its division into definite groups with separate rights and sepa-
rate interests, is at least as important, but is also far more
difficult to define. In America, we have a written Constitution,
but we are not quite sure whether we have classes.

We may conceive, at one extreme, of a classless society:
Shelley's ideal in Prometheus Unbound (III, 193-7):

The loathsome mask has fallen, the man remains
Scepterless, free, uncircumscribed, but man
Equal, unclassed, tribeless and nationless,
Exempt from awe, worship, degree, the king
Over himself. . . .

At the other extreme, we could imagine a system of absolutely
closed castes: Plato's Republic, Brahmanic India. Between these
two ideal types, our civilization offers a loose division into
classes. If the classes are extremely fluid, they almost dis-
appear; if they are rigid at all, they tend to turn into castes.
Hereditary rights, in titles, functions or wealth, constitute an
incipient caste system. As noted above, we in America have
never been able to make up our minds on this all-important
subject. We reject with horror heredity in empty tides, the
formal aristocracy of Europe; but we defend heredity in eco-
nomic power. At times we deny the existence of classes alto-
gether, as un-American; at other times, we urge that they
should co-operate harmoniously, which implies that they are
a reality.1

1 It is sometimes asserted that a perfect tyranny is classless: all equal under
the yoke. A fallacy: there are two classes, the leader, the ledj and, inevitably,
there grows a privileged class of the leader's immediate henchmen. The race
idea, as we have seen, is linked with that of caste. The Nordics, for instance,
are thought of as a huge aristocracy that should keep itself pure.